Project Profile - SHAIKHA JASSIM AL MARZOUQ KIDNEY TRANSPLANT HOSPITAL I

Project Name: Shaikha Jassim Al Marzouq Kidney Transplant Hospital

Type: Health | 23,000 sgm

Location: Al Sabah Medical Area, Kuwait
Date: 2018-

Client: Heirds of Mohammed Al Bahar
Cost: Confidential

Project Description

The proposal for the Kidney Transplant Center generates an indoor public space which is not available
outside, as done in other healthcare architecture projects by AGi architects. To do this, a sequence of
continuous and visually connected, warm spaces are proposed.

The organization of circulations is a main issue for this typology. We decided to take this condition as a
starting point to organize the building horizontally and vertically. Staff and public areas are divided. Each of
these users access by opposite facades, but both converge in a large atrium, and the spaces of both
visually unite.

The central space is vaulted, generating a continuous interior space. Crossed views and transparency
connect the different spaces and public programs, such as the cafeteria, the waiting rooms or admission
areas. Family rooms allow to accommodate comfortably the patients’ visitors.

The lower floors are dedicated to patients and relatives, and staff occupies more space in the upper
floors. This is reflected in the arrangement of the facade materials: the softness of the stone in the base,
the setback of the technical plant that connects and resolves transitions in terms of structure and facilities,
and the texturized ceramic solution of the upper floors.

We made the decision to move all inpatient units to the top floor to create a more relaxed and intimate
atmosphere. The interior courtyards have the dual function of bringing natural light inside, as well as
generating pleasant circulations, avoiding long and monotonous corridors.

Interior and exterior gardens, and the dissolution of the fagcade through movements and voids, are
the strategies used to solve the relation of indoor and outdoor spaces. Interior privacy is always maintained
through the use of a metal latticework. Adequate intimacy and programmatic organization of healthcare
architecture are combined with the introduction of nature, light, and views.
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AGi architects

The international design firm AGi architects was founded by two architects educated at Harvard University,
Joaquin Pérez-Goicoechea and Nasser B. Abulhasan.

With a noticeable international character and a multidisciplinary focus, AGi architects offers a
professional service emphasizing quality, creativity and exclusive design. AGi has a vision to create
environments that create a lasting value for clients through distinctive and imaginative solutions. At present,
the studio has offices in Kuwait and Madrid, with a team comprised of more than 70 professionals.

The studio’s architecture is based on four founding pillars: innovation, an inherent life component,
ecological and social interventions and research. AGi architects provides comprehensive services in
architecture, interior design and urban planning.

AGi architects has been recognized with more than 40 international awards such as: Lafarge Holcim

Awards, WAF Awards, Middle East Architect Awards, MIPIM Architectural Review, Identity Design Awards
and Cityscape Awards, amongst other prizes.
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